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18,000 vehicles pass by Noah Homes daily
Recognition in the Noah Navigator and eNewsletters
reaching 7,000+ households
This year we are donating tickets to first responders
10,000+ audience reach on social media
All proceeds benefit Noah Homes

What is the Enchanted Village?
Each December, Noah Homes hosts the Enchanted
Village on its 8-acre property in Spring Valley.
Surrounded by brilliantly lit trees, magical cottages,
carolers, entertainers and more, thousands of guests
come to the Enchanted Village to experience a winter
wonderland in support of people with developmental
disabilities.
Visit www.enchantedvillage.org to stay up to date on
the event.

Pictures with Santa
Holiday music
Elsa, Anna & Olaf visit from Arendelle
Buddy the Elf
100,000 + lights

Drive Thru Light Tunnel
Sweet smells from Candy Land
Creative interpretations of the 12 days of Christmas
A large, music playing Christmas Tree 

*We are monitoring the COVID-19 health & safety regulations closely and are working diligently to
create a safe and magical holiday experience for all.

Please contact Katie Renvall 619-660-6200 x 134 for any questions or to become a sponsor.

Come Join the Fun

Magical displays and fun attractions

Become a Sponsor
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According to Deloitte, leaders must consider the key phases of a crisis – respond, recover, thrive – and consider them 
concurrently. While many businesses with billions in revenue are being challenged in their ability to adapt for the first 
time, Noah Homes was built to be agile, respond to a need, anticipate turbulence, and thrive.

This issue of the Navigator celebrates our spirit of resilience. From staff to family, residents to our community supporters, 
everyone stepped up to keep our Ark sailing forward. 

Founded in uncharted waters in 1983; six families, a Catholic nun, and the first Ark Angel created a community that fosters 
dignity and respect, as well as personal and spiritual growth for people with developmental disabilities as they enter 
adulthood.

Despite budget cuts, competition for workers, and increasing care needs as the residents reach their senior years, Noah 
Homes continues to prove resilient. Forced to modify our programs and events, we have already seen some positive 
changes that we plan to incorporate moving forward. This year’s Summerfest went virtual and in addition to exceeding our 
fundraising goals, we also reached more than 10,000 people through our online campaign. Creative ideas from staff on 

schedule planning have saved us costly overtime hours and we can use this model long after 
the pandemic is behind us. A new Club Noah we created to promote and grow relationships 
between adults with developmental disabilities was originally planned to be an in-person 
meetup. The current online version has enabled us to make new friends outside of any 
geographic boundaries.

As San Diego reopens, we continue to manage risks to the health and safety of our residents 
as well as their well-being. Essential personnel and all visitors must follow every protocol we 
have in place, including a temperature check, mask, hand sanitizer, and social distancing, in 
accordance with guidelines coming from San Diego Regional Center, California Department 
of Developmental Services, and other local, state and federal government agencies.

We have been fortunate thus far and have done our best to support others who have not 
fared as well. We also understand that there may be a long road ahead. As residents come 
into contact with more people, we are prepared for the possibility of an exposure at Noah 
Homes. Be assured that in the case of an exposure, we have conducted scenario planning and 
have protocol in place to limit the spread as much and as quickly as possible.

This is a team effort and we know that everyone wants what’s best for the residents. I can’t 
thank you enough for your continued support. I truly believe that we will come out of this even stronger. 

State of the Ark

Molly Nocon, CEO
 

Marc Iocono, President
Board of  Directors

SAVE THE DATE

Enchanted Village: 
A Drive-Thru 
Holiday Experience

December 18-23

?Did You 
Know?
This year’s Summerfest 
went virtual and in 
addition to exceeding 
our fundraising goals, we 
also reached more than 
10,000 people through 
our online campaign. 
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If you would like to participate in virtual volunteer opportunities, have any more fun ideas, 
or would like more information, please contact our Community Outreach Manager, 

Samantha Andico at sandico@noahhomes.org or at (619) 660-6200 x127.

  

Virtual Volunteer Opportunities at Noah Homes
We miss having volunteers at Noah Homes! Even though we cannot see each other in person, we’d like to invite you to 
virtually volunteer. From karaoke nights to leading fun classes with our folks, there’s plenty that you can do from home to 
brighten the residents’ day, and hopefully yours too. Some examples of volunteer activities include: 

Reading & 
Social Time  
(30 min.-1 hour)  

We’re all missing the social 
interaction we had before the 

pandemic. Hop on Zoom to talk to 
our residents, read a short story, or 
simply get to know them. They love 

making new friends! 

Tell Us Your Other 
Zoom Event Ideas 
We’re also taking ideas for 

other fun virtual programs. Host 
a talent show, play a musical 

instrument, teach a class – you 
name it, we’ll tune in! 

 
Gardening/Flower 
Arranging Classes  

(1 hour-1.5 hours) 

Teach a gardening class on Zoom! 
Our residents definitely have a 
green thumb. Teach them how to 
pot succulents or arrange flowers. 

We’ll provide them with the 
necessary materials.

Arts and Crafts  
(1-2 hours) 

Bring your arts and crafts expertise to Noah 
Homes! Virtually lead arts & crafts workshops 
for the residents. Let us know what fun ideas 
you have (past activities include designing 
your own journal covers, wreath making, 
flower garland-assembling, and more),  

and we’ll get them the supplies. 

Trivia Night Host  
(1.5-2 hours) 

Host trivia online! Ask questions/
broadcast them via Zoom screen share. 
You can also run Facebook Live videos 
via our Club Noah Facebook group, 
where you can talk to not only Noah 

Homes residents, but their friends in the 
community as well. (Disney trivia is a 

crowd favorite!) 

 

Karaoke  
(1 hour) 

Utilize Zoom’s screen share 
capabilities, and host a karaoke 
session for the folks! We’ll send 
you a list of song requests and 
all you need to do is switch the 
songs out every time someone 

would like to sing. 
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Our House Managers have done a 

phenomenal job of helping our 
folks adapt to this new normal. From 
virtual day programs to dance parties, 
each house has its own fun routine that 
it has put in place since March. Hear 
from a few of the House Managers 
themselves on how they quickly 
transitioned to meet COVID-guidelines 
and maintain resident well-being. 

Hear From Some of Our Superheroes 

Respond  & Thrive
The Noah Homes Community Steps Up to the Challenge
In times of uncertainty, true heroes emerge. 

When day programs were shut down, we had an additional 70 residents back at home. This meant we immediately 
needed extra staff and a plan of action on how to replicate daytime activities, keeping residents safe, healthy 

and happy. 

From college students to parents, the Noah Homes staff stepped up and asked 
what they could do to help. Alex Lubic, House Manager for Casa de Esperanza 
and Staffing Coordinator, miraculously created a new schedule of 10-hour shifts for 
senior staff starting at 6 am that filled the gaps 24/7, limiting overtime dramatically.
While we don’t fully know the impact, we do know that we are truly blessed to have 
these amazing individuals hard at work.

Tina, Casa de Delight: “We do daily 
and weekly virtual classes hosted by 
most day programs! The folks also 
enjoy Zoom dance classes led by 
Rubio’s Dance Studio. Other fun things 
they’ve been doing include plenty 
of arts and crafts and activities such 
as indoor bowling, Just Dance on the 
Wii, formal tea parties, fashion shows, 
tuning in to Sunday church services on 
TV and so much more.”  
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Aricka, Casa de Flores and Casa 
de Palmas: “Casa de Flores and 
Casa de Palmas have been staying 
very busy with Mother’s Day 
and Father’s Day projects, social 
distancing community walks, Zoom 
dance classes with Rubio’s Dance 
Studio, puzzles, board games, 
participating in Club Noah, karaoke, 
arts and crafts, dance parties, 
baking cookies, tending to their 
gardens, and so much more.”

Respond  & Thrive

CEO Molly Nocon personally delivered gift 
cards to all of our dedicated caregivers. 

You Raised $62,000 for Noah Homes Caregivers
This is a Noah Homes first and we know it’s because you truly care for our caregivers. At 

the start of Stay-at-Home orders, we asked for $25,000 for a fund for our staff. 

Thanks to an outpouring of support from the community through Facebook and website 
donations, we more than doubled our goal, raising $62,000 in support of the amazing 
caregivers at Noah Homes.

This fund has already proven to be an immense support for the individuals dedicating extra 
hours, energy and attention to detail to ensure the residents are healthy and happy.

We quickly handed out gift cards for gas, groceries and other necessities, and will continue 
to support our staff through these uncertain times.

In addition to the caregiver fund, friends and family have been a tremendous support in 
helping us fill the added time at home by purchasing arts and crafts materials, a karaoke 
machine, sports equipment, games, and more.

We’d also like to give an extra special thank you to the Glass family and Garbaczewski family for their Care for the 
Caregiver campaign matches! We can’t thank you enough for recognizing our support of them is a team effort. 

Alex, Casa de Esperanza: “The Folks 
of Casa de Esperanza have been very 
busy — we are an energetic bunch! 
Each month, we collectively come up 
with all of the daily activities we plan to 
do. Some of those items include baking, 
reading and lots of sports. We also had 
a family member donate a karaoke 
machine that is used most every day. 
Every Friday is movie night. Now that 
we have outdoor daytime activities, the 
folks are enjoying our new slip-and-
slide. It’s their absolute favorite thing! 
Also, when it was announced that masks 
were a requirement, the folks helped me 
get all the ties together when I sewed 
facemasks for all of the Noah Homes 
staff.”  
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The Residents Give Back 
The residents have been participating in a range of different activities at home, including 
some of their favorite projects where they get to give back.

Cards for the USS Bonhomme-Richard  
When a fire broke out on the USS Bonhomme-Richard in early July, the residents and staff 
got together to create Thinking of You cards to send to the sailors aboard the ship. 

Chaplain Joshua Bloodgood and 87 others from the ship have volunteered countless hours 
making decorations for the Enchanted Village, landscaping, and beautifying the homes and 
gardens for the residents. The sailors of the Bonhomme-Richard have given so much of their 
time and love to Noah Homes, so the residents wanted to make sure they received that love 
in return.

Cards for San Miguel Fire & Rescue

In April, the folks made thank you cards for our friends over at the San Miguel Fire & 
Rescue for their dedication to the community and bravery during the pandemic. 

Blankets for the Homeless 

Amidst all of the other activities they’ve been engaging in, Casa de Esperanza has been 
hard at work making blankets for the homeless. So far, they’ve made four blankets, and 
are making more to donate to the San Diego Rescue Mission. 

For all that the community has donated, the residents are thankful to pay it forward. If you 
have any other ideas for projects that the residents can participate in and give back to the 
community, let us know!

Noah Homes Takes the World Stage 
as a Leader in Memory Care
Jerry Godinez, Senior House Manager for Casa de Amor and Casa de Lauridsen, 

had the opportunity to (virtually) share what makes Noah Homes best in class and 
how a small nonprofit is having a global impact on the care and services for people 
with intellectual disabilities and dementia.

Back in June, Jerry spoke at the American Academy of Developmental Medicine & Dentistry (AADMD)’s first-ever virtual 
annual conference. Hundreds of interdisciplinary medical professionals including physicians, dentists, optometrists, neurologists 
and other clinicians, gathered to learn and discuss how to improve the quality of healthcare for people with IDD.

Attendees of the virtual conference heard from top speakers including Jerry, met companies paving the way for inclusive 
health such as Noah Homes, participated in topical discussions and breakout sessions, and networked with top health 
professionals dedicated to inclusive healthcare.

Jerry spoke of Noah Homes’ innovative model, focusing on the success in running the first Memory Care Homes in California 
for people with developmental disabilities and dementia, and the urgent need for more Memory Care Homes like these 
across the country. 

“I talked about the process of building the Memory Care Homes, and the experiences and lessons we learned in the last 
three and a half years since they opened in January 2017. We at Noah are trailblazers in this field, and people want to 
know what we are doing and learn more about our best practices providing care and services to our residents during their 
journey with dementia up until the end of their life.”  

In addition to Jerry’s presentation, the conference highlighted more than 40 speakers across the country dedicated to closing 
the gap in healthcare disparity for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

 

Noah Homes staff tuned in to watch 
Jerry’s presentation.

The San Miguel Fire & Rescue fire-
fighters proudly displayed thank you 
cards from Noah Homes residents.

Roz and Amy help make blankets for 
the San Diego Rescue Mission.



 Fall 2020

9

Club Noah Kicks Off (Virtually!)
Club Noah is a new project developed by the staff and residents of Noah 

Homes. It was created as a unique community-building resource that provides a 
safe pathway for adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities to connect 
with and integrate into their community, thrive socially and meet lifelong friends.  

Initially, we thought that it would be a great way for friends to join our folks in the 
community for fun outings like Padres games, picnics at the beach, trips to the zoo, 
and more. Since the pandemic made it difficult to meet in person, we decided to 
adapt and make it virtual!  

Over 20 members (both Noah Homes residents and community friends alike) 
attended the very first meeting on Zoom in July and it’s only grown since then. It’s a 
fun social hour where friends are able to introduce themselves and talk about their 
interests. Our Club Noah Ambassadors, Alyssa, Betsy, Julie, Roy, Tim, and Roz also 
keep members informed about upcoming events, such as talent shows we host on 
Facebook. 

We’re hoping that Club Noah will grow to help all members connect, grow, and live 
happy and fulfilled lives as part of the broader community. If you are an adult with a developmental disability and would 
like to join Club Noah, join us on Facebook at facebook.com/groups/clubnoah, or email us at clubnoah@noahhomes.org.  

A New Roof for Casa Delight 
Noah Homes was thankful to receive a $16,500 grant from Las Patronas to renovate the roof of Casa Delight. After 

more than 20 years with the old roof, a new one was much overdue and repairs such as these are not covered by 
funds we receive from the government.

Las Patronas is a local philanthropic organization that has donated more than $17 million to over a thousand charitable 
institutions in San Diego since 1946. 

“We’re super grateful for the new roof,” said Delight House Manager Tina Quinagon. “Improvements like this, big or small, 
allow our residents to live comfortably.”  

Check out the photos of the new roof! Thank you, Las Patronas, for quite literally keeping a roof over our heads! Your 
support allows us to continue our best in class care. 

Thank you Las Patronas for the new roof! Check out these before and after photos.

 Meet one of our Club Noah Ambassadors, Roy!

BEFORE AFTER
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Meet Tessy and Lisa of Casa de Lauridsen 
and Their Siblings
We’d like to introduce you to two of the wonderful ladies of Casa de Lauridsen, Tessy and Lisa, and 
two of their siblings who help support their lives at Noah Homes.

Tessy, Resident Artist of Casa de Lauridsen

After living with her parents for 54 years, Tessy joined the residents in Casa de Lauridsen. Here 
she enjoys visiting her friends at Casa de Amor, talking about her dogs Jax and Darby, and 

taking trips to the San Diego Zoo and Disneyland with her sister. 

Before moving into Casa de Lauridsen, Tessy attended programs at St. Madeleine Sophie’s Center, 
where she was a swimmer and a resident artist for over 30 years. She worked at Sophie’s Gallery and created hundreds of 
beautiful art pieces, all in different mediums. Several pieces are currently on display in both Casa de Lauridsen and Casa de 
Amor, as well as in the homes of family members who have purchased her work. 

Tessy has a very close relationship with her sister, Mary, who is an amazing supporter of Noah Homes. To help feel closer to 
Tessy while following social distance guidelines, Mary sent Tessy a life-sized photo of the duo. Noah Homes staff were able 
to capture the moment Tessy saw the photo for the first time and her reaction was priceless. It reminds us that although we 
miss all of our community activities, we most of all miss seeing our friends and family.  
Watch the video at tinyurl.com/TessyandMary.

Lisa the Comeback Kid 

Lisa recently turned 67, and has worked at the Cheesecake Factory and Fluff and Fold Laundry. 
She has gone through much in her life – she had spinal surgery that affected her mobility, and 

then was diagnosed with dementia. However, none of this has stopped her! She is a resilient woman 
who continues to live her life and bounce back. Because of this, she is affectionately known as “The 
Comeback Kid” by staff. 

She has lived at Noah Homes for several years and was a loving roommate to Julie Sandstrom, who 
passed away in 2019. 

One of Lisa’s favorite people is her sister, April, who is a supporter of the Noah Homes community. 
She has contributed to not just the funding of Lisa’s care, but has also hosted many birthday parties and events for Lisa and 
her housemates.

We’re thankful for the love and support of family members like April and Mary. The sibling connection at Noah Homes 
continues to run strong! Whether it is through volunteering, making a donation, attending special events, or even donating to 
our Amazon Wish Lists, siblings know how to make a heartfelt impact. 
 To learn more about the Memory Care Homes, check out our website: http://noahhomes.org/memorycare/.

Paul, Casa de Lauridsen 

– Loves his family, is very outgoing  
   and is quick to make new friends

– Enjoys vacuuming, recycling and  
   helping around the house  

– Enjoys listening to country music    
   and old records

Jean, Casa de Palmas

– His favorite sports team is the 
   San Diego Padres 

– Enjoys watching game shows 

– Loves doing arts and crafts 

Welcoming New Residents

Tessy’s art is displayed through-
out the Memory Care Homes. 

Lisa, “The Comeback Kid.”
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In Loving Memory of Ruth Fleury 
October 14, 1942 - March 8, 2020

By Molly Nocon, CEO

Many of you will remember this constant figure at Noah Homes. She was a joyous 
little lady who always presented with a smile and one of her first comments was “put 
me to work!” She wore shiny tights, boots, and always wore bedazzled glasses. The 
folks of Noah Homes adored her, and to many she was a second mom, which aligned 
with her nickname as “Mardigras Mom.”

Ruth Fleury passed away quietly on March 8, 2020 from a rare cancer that came on 
suddenly. She asked to come to Noah Homes one more time, and she took the first 
ride in a newly donated wheelchair van. She smiled, thanked everyone she saw, and 
asked that we take good care of the folks.

For more than a decade, Ruth shared so many talents with Noah Homes and the 
residents. She was a retired florist, made beautiful bows, loved to take the ladies of 
Casa Delight shopping, and even took Noreen to see Donny Osmond in Las Vegas! She was a tireless board member for 
six years, and a regular donor. Her love of Noah Homes happened through an encounter with the former Sheriff of Noah 
Homes, Herb Hillson. She saw his joy at mass at the Mission San Diego, and decided she needed to know more about this 
incredibly happy gentleman. Thus her Noah Homes journey became a prominent part of her retirement years.

When the announcement of the Enchanted Village happened, she was beside herself with excitement; she kept a small 
Christmas tree in her home all year long! She spent many days at the inaugural forest decorating trees, cottages – anything 
and everything she could add sparkle and bows to. 

The true essence of Ruth Fleury was her appearance as Mrs. Claus every night at Enchanted Village. She “was” the spirit of 
Christmas and the children she read to were truly enchanted. Her picture with Santa was at her bedside when she passed. 
Noah Homes truly has another guardian angel.

Emma Rens

Emma gave piano lessons to the residents of Casa de Esperanza and even hosted a piano recital 
where she provided certificates of completion to the residents who participated. The residents had 

an amazing time, and it allowed them to try something new.  According to Emma, “Over the past two 
years, teaching weekly music lessons at Noah Homes has never failed to put a large smile across my 
face and fill me with immense joy. I could be having the worst week at school; however, the residents’ 
hugs, smiles and hilarious comments never fail to melt my stress away. They not only spark my passion 
for music, but inspire me to see music in new ways.”

Leslie and Don Crawford

Leslie and Don Crawford have always tried to stay active with their son Andrew’s life at Noah 
Homes, including taking the initiative to serve as lead volunteers for all six nights of the inaugural 

Enchanted Village when it started in 2018. The following year, they came up with an idea to set up 
an apple cider booth and served a total of 1,225 cups of cider – nearly 30 gallons worth. They also 
made over $500 in the donation jar, all of which went back to Noah Homes and the care of their 
son. We can’t wait to see what they come up with for our Covid-compliant Enchanted Village 2020!

Thank you for all you do for our folks. All of your hard work and passion does not go unnoticed. 

Ruth Fleury as Mrs. Claus during 
Enchanted Village.

Volunteer of the Year Awards
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In August, Malin Burnham hosted an intimate (virtual) gathering with Noah Homes to 
honor the lifetime achievements of Peter and Mary Ellen Ferrantelli. 

Before we embark on our next historic journey, and of course our most momentous by 
far, we wanted to take a moment to toast to a man, his family, and all who have gotten 
us this far.

Starting in 2007, Peter took the role of what he called the “chief cook and bottle 
washer,” better known as Chair of the Ark Angel Foundation. He has raised more than 
$2.5 million for the Ark Angel Foundation, and steered our ship from a small collection 
of homes for people with disabilities into a nationally recognized best in class model 
of care.  

Malin Burnham may be familiar to many of us as a generous philanthropist and 
successful businessman, taking up causes that without doubt, touch the personal lives of 
all of us and millions more. To Peter, Malin is a longtime mentor and family friend, and 
Peter was honored to have him as a host for the event. 

In addition to toasts, Molly Nocon, CEO of Noah Homes, joined Peter and Malin in 
presenting Jim Provencher, Ark Angel Foundation Board Chair, and Mark Iacono, 
President of Noah Homes Board of Directors, with a silver baton. Peter quickly 
announced his official retirement and presented Jim and Marc with the task of  
continuing Noah Homes’ journey in his honor, which they proudly accepted. 

It was a night of celebration among a group of very accomplished and generous 
Noah Homes supporters, all united by Peter and his family. 

Honoring the Lifetime Achievements of Peter and 
Mary Ellen Ferrantelli 

From a 300-home planned 
community in Texas to 

Arizona State University, to 
a national task group, to the 
World Alzheimer’s Report 
in collaboration with the 
University of Wollongong 
Australia – other pioneers 
are looking to Noah Homes 
for guidance on their plans 
for housing, care, managing 
a nonprofit during a crisis 
and more. Here are three 
examples to check out:

Noah Homes was asked to 
participate in the World 
Alzheimer’s Report 2020 

(alz.co.uk/research/
world-report-2020). The 
report includes analyses 
and findings of the world’s 
largest survey on attitudes to 
dementia, as well as expert 
essays and case studies from 
around the world. 

Noah Homes was asked to 
participate in A Place in the 
World (to be published on 
FirstPlaceAZ.org). Led by 
First Place in collaboration 
with Arizona State University 

and the Autism Housing 
Network, this report will 
provide the foundational 
nomenclature for housing 
and service delivery models. 
Its goal is to further define 
market segments, establish 
best practices and guiding 
principles and help drive 
crucial partnerships that 
address pressing needs 
resulting from the current 
housing crisis.

 

For a series on impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic on 
local nonprofit organizations, 
East County Magazine’s 

Helen Horvath interviewed 
Noah Homes’ CEO Molly 
Nocon. Helen writes, “The 
facility has faced challenges 
more daunting than most 
nonprofits. Steep cuts in 
state funding and a ban on 
fundraising events due to 
COVID-19 have impacted 
revenues. Yet Noah Homes, 
which provides on-site 
housing and services, has 
new costs and responsibilities 
to protect the health of 
vulnerable residents while 
finding creative solutions to 
help them cope with isolation 
amid the pandemic.” 
View the full article at 
EastCountyMagazine.org 
and search “Noah Homes.”

NOAH IN THE NEWS >>>

Peter and Mary Ellen Ferrantelli. 
(Photo by BE Studios Billy Economou)
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What Does the Future Hold for Noah Homes?
When asked “If you had all of the money in the world, what do you want to see at Noah Homes?” some of the folks 

excitedly told us some of their plans for expansion and upgrades:  

 

?Sneak Peek at Our Next Journey
We’re going to work on our next voyage in Noah Homes 
history. From one home to 10 homes, to envisioning 100+ 
homes in the broader community and beyond. We can’t wait 
to share with you so keep a lookout for more information 
coming your way soon.

Alyssa “I want 
an ice cream truck, 
a bowling alley, nail 
salon, and I want 
to see more of my 
friends at Noah 
Homes. I would also 
like to have a prom 
night here for Club 
Noah and have 
everyone get dressed 
up and glamorous.”  

Tirzah “I want a 
movie theater! I want to 
see all of my favorite 
movies like the Lion King 
at Noah.”

Roz “I want a school 
here, where everyone in the 
community learns different 
things. For example, how 
to help people like us, and 
show others how to treat 
people with kindness.”  

Tim “For me, I want a 
movie theater, a gym, 
and offices for residents. 
I also want more homes 
so we can have some 
new faces at Noah.” 

Richard “A 
dance hall! A 
barbershop. Cooking 
classes. I also want 
more houses so 
we can have new 
friends.”  

Larry “Well, it would be nice to get more 
cars for the residents. I also want a bike 
path. Maybe a new house, too!” 

Julie “I want an-
other slip-and-slide. 
I also want iPads for 
everyone so we can 
have an iPad party. 
It would be cool to 
have a nail salon  
and hairdresser here. 
I also want to see a 
Queen Latifah con-
cert here. That would 
be nice.”  

 

?
??? ???
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One opportunity to support this year’s Enchanted Village was to 
underwrite the cost of employing more residents to work the event!

Fun and Fundraising at Noah Homes Reimagined
Summerfest Is Reimagined for 2020
As we know, Summerfest was not what we imagined it to be. We knew 

we couldn’t just sit back and let our biggest fundraiser get canceled. 
So we decided to take our in-person event and put it all online! With just 
a few weeks to make this happen, our small and mighty team created fun 
COVID-compliant experiences, including Zoom events, auction items, and 
more! Sam the Cooking Guy made two guest appearances during the 

event, graciously donated two auction items, and also helped us promote our cause 
by sharing his love for Noah Homes on his social media pages, reaching more than 
35,000 people. 

Over the course of a week, we had three giving opportunities: an auction, Resident 
Wish List that included linens, kitchen items, bathroom fixtures and streaming services, 
and our Fund a Need for new vehicles. Before COVID-19, the residents were always 
on the go, whether it was to their jobs, programs, sports, doctors’ appointments, 
haircuts, etc. Annually, our fleet of vehicles takes about 52,320 trips and travels over 
190,824 miles, and this comes at a hefty maintenance cost of $149,431. 

Together we were able to raise over $180,000 for six Sienna vans and $263,000 
in total! This not only surpassed our virtual goal, it’s a new Summerfest record. 
A huge thank you to the Ark Angel Foundation, Colette Gerard, John & Colleen 
Garbaczewski, Jim Provencher, Mary & John O’Connor, and Sue DePriest for getting 
us to the finish line. We have wasted no time and so far, have welcomed two new 

transit vans and six Toyota Sienna vans with more on the way. 

This was a huge, collaborative effort and we can’t thank everyone enough for making our first virtual Summerfest an 
overwhelming success. 

Our first ever Christmas in July fanned a cool winter breeze 
with much needed holiday cheer all in support of building 

excitement around this year’s Enchanted Village. The virtual week 
was filled with fun holiday-themed activities with a summer twist, 
including story time with Elsa the Ice Queen, a delicious holiday-
inspired summer cocktail with mixologist Frankie Thaheld from Snake 
Oil Cocktail Co., summer wreath making with owner Caitlyn Morris 
of Soil & Soul, and a virtual visit from Santa. 

The event also included opportunities to support our 2020 
Enchanted Village through sponsorship, our Amazon Wish Lists, and 
underwriting the cost of employing more residents! We were flooded 
with Amazon boxes and it truly felt like Christmas morning for 
Development & Events Manager Katie Renvall, with all the generosity from our donors. She said “Opening all the boxes was 
a true joy and all the new exciting items will really enhance our Enchanted Village this year. We are very grateful for the 
continued support.”

Thank you to all of our donors and vendors for making Christmas in July a fun and successful event:

Mike & Judy Asbury, Jeannine Cook, Bill & Mary Beth Difley, Barbara Ganter, Colette Gerard-Kitnovski, Aricka & Jerry 
Godinez, Guy & Kathy Greco, John & Kay Krueger, Kurt Lembach, Patricia & Jerry Lindner, Theresa McKenna, Earl 
McLaughlin, Mary & John O’Connor, Royal Entertainers, Sue Schmidt, Snake Oil Company, Soil & Soul, Annemarie Sundquist, 
Roseann Vattuone.

Christmas in July Melts Hearts

By Katie Renvall, Development & Events Manager  
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The Enchanted Village Must Go On

Each December, Noah Homes hosts the Enchanted Village on its 8-acre 
property in Spring Valley. Surrounded by brilliantly lit trees, magical 

cottages, carolers, entertainers and more, thousands of guests come to 
the Enchanted Village to experience a winter wonderland in support of 
people with developmental disabilities. 

Enchanted Village is not only a huge fundraiser for Noah Homes – it’s 
quickly become a family tradition for many. This is why we are working 
diligently to create a safe and magical holiday experience for all and 
have plans A-Z to adjust the event as needed. We look forward to 
celebrating the holiday season with you in whichever format works best.

The event also offers great sponsorship opportunities for companies of 
all shapes and sizes through print collateral, visual displays, social media 
awareness and much more! If you’re interested in becoming a sponsor 
please contact Katie Renvall. 

Our Enchanted Village will take place December 18-23, from 5:00-8:00 
p.m. nightly this year. Visit www.enchantedvillage.org for the most up 
to date information and feel free to contact Katie Renvall at krenvall@
noahhomes.org or 619-660-6200 x 134 for any questions. 

 Photo by BE Studios Billy Economou.

Noah Homes Receives Grant from Ability Central

Check Out Our Amazon Wish Lists!

What better way to show love to our residents than by making a purchase for 
their homes? Each of the Casas has a wide variety of items on their Wish Lists, 

and we even have a special list for Enchanted Village! You can view each of the lists 
curated by the House Managers and Program Staff at NoahHomes.org/Wishlist. 
Add as many of the items you’d like to your cart, and click checkout. 

Also, please be sure to go to smile.amazon.com when shopping on Amazon for any 
general purchases. A donation will automatically be made to the charity of your 
choice. We suggest Noah Homes, of course! 

It’s incredibly important to stay connected with one another. Thanks to a grant 
from Ability Central, we were able to set up virtual workstations for the folks. 

These resources are essential in the upkeep of routines our residents thrive with. 
As their respective day programs have transitioned to virtual operation, they 
will be able to continue to engage with the community and stay connected with 
peers and healthcare professionals. Thank you, Ability Central!
Learn more about the grant here: http://dcfund.us/

The ladies of Casa de Caridad enjoy their new virtual workstation!  
Photo by Valerie Davis, Programs Administrative Assistant

Thanks to your generosity, our admin 
office is full of wonderful donations for 
the residents!



A Huge Thank You to Our Current Year Donors*
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Lee & Mary Gill
Doyle Glancy
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Renee & 
Christopher Glass

Patricia Graham
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Barbara Hall
Robert & Marcella 
Harkness

Thomas & Merle 
Ann Harmon

Mindy Hartman
Linda & Randy 
Hasper

Rosalind Hasper
Marilyn Henry
Shelley Herron
April & Paul Hinson
Joy Hodson
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Lauren Hubbard
Catherine & Roy 
Hubecky
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Marcia & Dean 
Alan Jones

Joseph & 
Magdalena Jones

Marsha & Sheldon 
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Jill Lozier
 LTD Sheet Metal
Dianne Lund
George & Huda 
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Mariann Nagel
Tari Nagel
Daryl & Sondra 
Nickel

Porfiria Nocon
Rey & Molly Nocon
Shannon Nocon
Paul & Mary Nolan
Dennis O’Connor
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O’Connor

Ray Ogrigovich
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Eric & Kathleen 
Olsen

Patty & Don Pace-
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Linda Smith
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Kathy & Dennis 
Stockton
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Mary Ann Stokes
Elizabeth Summers
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Sandy Welch
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Mulvaney
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Michelle & Abel 
Pena

Russell and Donna 
Plowman

 Plowman Trust
Jennifer Poirier
Kalani Polanco
Bob & Andrea 
Raber
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Mary O’Connor
Patty & Don 
Pace-Vierra

Abel & Michelle 
Pena

Jim & Sue DePriest 
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Linda & Randy 
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Brendan Holguin
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Anthony Kalica
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Noah’s Ark Angel Foundation
A Note from
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Jack Cohen
President

Securing the Future

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” 

  – Helen Keller

Keller’s quote rings true here at Noah Homes. Who here has been to Wollongong, 
Australia? In a way, we all have. Your support of the Ark Angel Foundation enabled 
us to fund the first Memory Care Homes in California for adults with developmental 
disabilities. These homes are now going to be included as a best practice model in 
the World Alzheimer’s Report 2020 along with other global research compiled by the 
faculty of Science Medicine and Health at the University of Wollongong, Australia. 

We continue to grow and the Noah Homes staff remains critical to our success. You 
may have noticed that Noah Homes’ House Managers were featured on the front 
cover of this Fall’s Noah Navigator. It is because of their passion and dedication to 
the exceptional care of the residents. When the stay-at-home order was announced, 
staff immediately went to work, made a quick mindset shift, identified and navigated 
the uncertainties and implications, and embodied resilient leadership. They’ve found 
innovative and creative ways to keep the residents happy and healthy, despite all of the 
changes that have occurred this year. 

In addition, the community has also responded to the call, bringing in donations of food, 
arts and crafts supplies, and more. The support has been overwhelming. 

The theme for this edition of the Navigator is “Respond, Recover, Thrive.” Nothing has 
represented Noah Homes better during this time. 

At the heart of Noah Homes’ ability to navigate these uncharted waters is the Ark Angel 
Foundation and people like Peter and Mary Ellen Ferrantelli. We were grateful to have 
Malin Burnham, Peter’s longstanding mentor, host an event this summer honoring them for 
their lifelong work in helping people with developmental disabilities. 

We remain thankful to everyone who has supported the Ark Angel Foundation 
throughout all of this. Because of you all, we are able to continue our work in creating 
more housing for more people in need, even in the midst of a pandemic. Stay tuned as 
we will have more to report in the coming weeks and months.

In Gratitude,

Jack V. Cohen

President, Noah’s Ark Angel Foundation

You may have noticed that we featured Noah Homes’ dedicated and passionate House 
Managers on the front cover of this Fall’s Navigator – they have played a vital role in 
ensuring the safety of residents and “Respond, Recover, Thrive” is the theme of this Fall’s 
Noah Navigator. 
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Eternal 
Peter & Mary Ellen 

Ferrantelli
Walter Fitch
John & Colleen 

Garbaczewski
Signe Kim, Lauridsen-Jones
Dr. Alek A. & Danuta, 

Mikolajczak

Platinum
Colette Gerard Kitnovski
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Foundation
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Silver
Steven & Shelly Asaro 
Michael Dutcher 
Randall & Alison Gustafson
Mrs. Alan Hardtarfer
Joseph & Yvonne Hempsey 
Charles & Maureen King
Adam & Pamela Larson
Mark & Brooke MacDonald
Dr. Tim & Prudy Morris 
Robert & Andrea Raber
Yudakufski Foundation

Ark Angels 
Andrew Asaro
Lynn Ayers
Thierry & Jeri Colaw
Grant & Barbara Conaty
Sam Contasti
Blanche Cumiskey
Salvatore & Carol 

Ferrantelli
Gino & Susan Guidi
Thomas & Merle Ann 
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Mary Hempsey
Zack & Kelley Holderman
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Federation #246
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Reynaldo & Molly Nocon
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John & Mary Principato
Scott & Shannon Raber
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Rayne Of No. County 

San Diego
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Helen M. Ristani
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Colin & Amy Sage
Marialyn Sardo
Salvatore Sardo
Vito & Carol Sardo
Leo & Frances Sciuto
John & Patricia Seiber
Shane & Toni Stevenson
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Sweet
Robert & Nancy Trometter
Marilyn Tumer
Dr. Julio & Kathleen  
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Russell & Jodi Wallis
Walt Disney Foundation
Mark & Lynette Walton
H. Cameron & Jeanne  

Williams 
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Regimund Agarma
Edward Ancmon
Sister Mary Jo Anderson
Vince & Trish Asaro
Keith & Judy Ashcraft
Michael Bajo
Marion Barich
Sister Mary Bartosh
Barbara Bates
Megan Beardsley
Mark & Rhonda Beathard
Gil & Edith Benavidez
Robert & Cheryl Black
Martin & Janet Bonanno
Jeanette Bossi
John & Valerie Botte
Elizabeth J. Bova

Janet Bristol
Melvin & Martha Brown
Charles Burges
John & Elizabeth Burke
Michael & Diane Busch
Gloria Cady
Barbara Capin
John Chamuler
Verna Jean Chapman
Renzo Cisneros
Dona Clark
Everett Conradt
Richard & Carolyn Cooke
Alice Coplan
Christopher & Rachael 
Correa
George & Natalie Crain
Dave & Moira Cunningham
Jay & Carol Dalseth
Paul & Joyce Desrochers
Michael & Angela Dullea
    Foundation
Kevin Elliott
Robert & Diana Falar
Dr. Frederick & Laura Fehl
Stephen R. Field
Leonard & Bemice Fishman
Carol Fitzgibbons
Pat & Vince Flynn
Dr. Bryan & Marcia Fox
Robert & Jane Franz
Mary Ann Fugiel
Marijo Gaeta
Louis Galuppo
Peggy Gassman
Ruth Gianola
Judge David & Marcia Gill
Maxine Glazebrook
Dana & Jennifer Goulet
Mark & Kathryn Greene
Gloria Greer
Faustina Grieve
Joseph & Juliana Guidi
Gerhard & Carol 
     Haimberger
Dianne Haines
Bridget Hardin
Marilyn Harrison
Amy Haswell
Donald & Jane Hayen
Catherine Heck
John & Linda Hempsey
Michael & Wanda Hernacki
David & Bridget Hope
Arthur & Sara Hopkey
Joseph Hormuth
Johnna Howard
Robert Howard
Mark & Janet Hubka
John & Mame Ihrig
Jewish Community

    Foundation/Rawdin 
Philip Justo
Mark & Elizabeth 
     Karwaski-Vanhecke
Teresa Kelly
Susann Kernghan
Dorothy Kerrigan
Tracie Kersten
Richard & Rosemary King
Michael & Peggy Konkol
Rachel Kopel
Trevor & Kellye Lanthrop
Judy Lemm
Julia Leon
Chuck & Carolyn Leslie
Richard & Monica Macie
Farley Mann
Mervyn & Kathleen Martin
Robert & Jan McFadden
Charles & Joy McLain
Virginia Miller
Terry Milligan
June Montgomery
Michael Murphy
Fred & Patricia Neinast
Kyoshi Nolan
Tim & Patty Norris-Lessels
Mary Odell
Melody Pacale
Shirley Palmer
Jerrod Pardini
Ronald Paxton
Aricka Peralta
Russell & Donna Plowman
James & Ethel Pomponi
Sarah Raddatz
Rita Rank
Mary Louise Rath
John & Maegan Rey
Joseph & Kathleen Rey
Dick & Anne Riemann
Mildred Roberts
David & Edna Robinson
Sandra A. Rocco-Melville
Susie Rodi
Giuseppi & Rosalia Ronsone
Karen Rubin
Tim & Susan Ruef
Timothy Ruff
Stuart & Joye Sabel
Gary & Maureen Sage
Dan Schaffer
Richard & Julia Schumann
Frank & Violet Sciuto
Marie A. Scudder
John Sellers
Ron Sheehan
Yaacov Silberman
R.E. Skinner
Marlice Smith
Fr. William A. Faller

Dan Staberg
Foster & Pamela Stahl
Mark & Patricia Stender
Harry & Bonnie Stevenson
Mary Ann Stokes
Tony Swinson
Hellen Tiffany
Shannon Tortorelli
Ben Vantassel
Camilla Veltmann
Sister Joanne Wagenbrenner
Christiana Wagner
Sarah Warren
John Watson
Richard & Carol Williams
Mary Work
Allen Yarowsky
Rasmussen
, 
Columbian Knights
Columbian Fndtn Knights
 Council #9498
Columbian Fndtn Knights 

Council#1349
Columbian Fndtn Knights 

Council #10512
Columbian Fndtn Knights 

Council #13007
Columbian Fndtn Knights 

Council #14550
Columbian Fndtn Knights 

Council #16175
Columbian Fndtn Knights 

Council #2891
Columbian Fndtn Knights 
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Columbian Fndtn Knights 

Council #9065
Columbian Fndtn Knights 

Council #9332
Columbian Fndtn Knights 

Council #9665
Columbian Fndtn Knights 

Council #9776

Noah’s Ark Angel Foundation Donors
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